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Subsidies

Subpoena, a writ or process issued by a
court, judicial officer, or quasi judicial body
commanding the person named therein to ap-
pear as a witness at a certain time and place,
under a penalty (sub pcena) in case of dis-
obedience. In the United States, a subpoena
is enforceable only within the State in which
the court issuing it has jurisdiction. A sub-
poena may usually be served by any person of
discretion and service is effected by person-
ally delivering a copy, showing the original,
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and tendering the legal fees. Statutes in all the
States prescribe certain fees and mileage to
compensate the witness for his railroad fare,
or similar costs; but generally there is no
provision under which he can demand his
actual expenses in excess of this. Disobedience

of a subpoena is punishable as contempt of
court.
Subrogation, in law, is the succession of
a person who has paid the debt of another
to all the rights of the original creditor as
against the debtor. For example, if a junior
mortgagee pays the debt due to a prior mort-
gagee, he becomes entitled to the prior mort-
gage.
Subsidence, in geology, a sinking of tht
earth's crust which has been taking place for
a long time, as an interrupted process and not
at an even rate. It has been commonly ob-
served that where heavy deposits of sediment
are being laid down by rivers in the adjacent
sea, subsidence of the ocean bottom is in
progress. This leads to the conclusion that
subsidence and deposition of sediment occur
at about the same time.
Subsidies, a term most frequently used
in the following ways: (i) Annual payments
of money by one country to another, to
secure its neutrality or assistance in war, or
to induce it to act in accordance with the ad-
vice and in the interests of the country grant-
ing the subsidy. (2) In the history of English
taxation the term has meant, in its most gen-
eral sense, a grant by Parliament in aid of the
ordinary revenues of the government. (3)
At the present day, the term is most common-
ly used to designate government grants in aid
of private enterprises, as of merchant ship-
ping.
The first act authorizing postal subventions
was that of March 3, 1854. In 1858 the policy
of granting mail subventions was abandoned,
and ships carrying the mails were allowed
only the sea postage plus the inland postage
on mails carried. In 1865 a law was enacted
reestablishing the policy of postal subven-
tions, but two contracts, running for ten
years, were not renewed. In 1891 a law was
enacted authorizing the Postmaster-General
to make contracts for not less than five nor
more than ten years with American ship own-
ers for carrying the mails between American
and foreign ports. In 1914 the cost of this
contract service was estimated for the first
time to be a saving over what the government
would have had to pay for an equivalent
service on the basis of the usual rates paid.
After 1898 bills for granting general subsidies
were continuously before Congress. After the
outbreak of the World War in 1914, condi-
tions changed rapidly. A law enacted Aug.
15, 1914, allowed foreign-built ships owned
by Americans to be transferred to American
registry. A shipping board was created by